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Dear Dr, Marty:

Thank you for your letter of June 8, 2004, rega:dina the Environmental Protection
Agency and Pood and Drug Administration (FDA) activities related to fish consumption
advisories. In your letter, yon eXpress your appreciation for the March 2004 Joint Federal
Advisory for Mercury in Fish targeting Women Who Might Become Pregnant, Women Who Are
Pregnant, Nursing Mothers, and Young Children. You also provide a recommendarion that the
two.agencies continue working together to evaluate the oceurrence and potential health risks
associated with other environmental contaminants, such as PCBs, in fish.

I apologize for the delay in sending a formal response. Iunderstand, however, that my
staff have discussed with Liz Blackburn of the Children’s Health Protection Advisory Committee
the fact that work is underway between EPA and FDA to develop a partnership agreement that
would establish a framework for continuing collabarative work between the two agencies on
issues related to seafood and contaminants, Imet with Dr. Lester Crawford, the FDA Acting
Commissioner, personally in the summer of 2004 and we agreed that such a framework would be
beneficial for both agencies.

T am optimistic that we will be able to establish this framework for collaboration. I will
take sure that the Children’s Health Protection Advisory Commitiee continues to be advised of
our progress.

Thank you for your interest in this important environmental health issue. If you have any
- additional questions or concems, please do not hesitate to contact me or Denise Keehper,
Director of the Standards and Health Protection Division, at 202-566-0400.
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